
     Saint Maria Goretti Church                                        
                    Reverend James J. Walsh, J.C.L. - Pastor                  

         Reverend Dr. Michael Imbrogno - Deacon  
                             42 Redwood Drive, Laflin, PA  18702 

Telephone # 570-655-8956   Fax # 570-655-1746   email: 42redwood@comcast.net 

ST. MARIA GORETTI NOVENA 
Every Wednesday following the 8:00AM Mass. 

FIRST FRIDAY: 
A Holy Hour with Benediction, Exposition and prayers is 

held the First Friday of every month 8:00AM - 9:00AM.  

PENANCE/RECONCILIATION: 
Every Saturday 3:30PM-4:00PM or anytime by request or 

appointment. Please do not hesitate to approach Father 

Walsh at any time concerning your desire for confession. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
Please call the Parish Office and tell us when a loved one is 

in the hospital. We want to visit the sick regardless of 

where they are and administer the Lord’s anointing prayers 

for wellness. Please let us know when you know someone 

who is ill. 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday from 

9:00AM to 3:00PM & Tuesday and Thursday from 

9:00AM to 2:00PM.                                               

WELCOME   
A warm welcome is extended to all who visit our faith           

community.  We hope you have received a warm greeting 

as you entered our church today for worship.  Carry our 

blessings home with you and be a light to your family. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Elementary school children 

attend Religious Education Classes on Sunday morning       

9:30-10:45AM from Sept. thru April. 

RCIA: 

(The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is the process by 

which individuals are brought into full participation in the 

sacramental life of the Catholic Church. Anyone interested 

in learning more about  the Catholic Church or becoming a 

Catholic should call the Parish Office at  570-655-8956. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 

Baptisms are scheduled by appointment.                                      

Please call the Parish Office at 570-655-8956. 

 

 

                                                                                  ROSARY  

The Fatima Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are recited each Friday morning in the Chapel after Mass (except on the First 

Friday of each month) and before each Funeral Mass. We invite men and women to join us in these beautiful acts of charity.  

Holy Redeemer High School                                      

159 S. Pennsylvania Blvd.,                         

Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701                                            

GRADES:     9TH  THRU  12TH                   

Telephone #  570-829-2424 St. Nicholas - St. Mary Elementary                           

242 South Washington St                                        

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701    

Telephone #  570-823-9433      

Wyoming Area Catholic                                          

1690 Wyoming Ave.                                           

Exeter, Pa. 18643                                     

GRADES: K THRU 8TH                               

Telephone # -                            

570-654-7982 

Good  Shepherd Academy                              

316 North Maple Ave                          

Kingston, PA  18704                                 

GRADES K THRU 8TH                      

Telephone #                                                      

570-718-4724 

Holy Rosary                                                         

125 Stephenson St..                                           

Duryea, Pa. 18642                                        

GRADES:  K THRU 8TH                                       

Telephone # - 570-457-2553 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 4:30PM Sunday: 8:30AM and 11:00AM Weekdays: 8:00AM 

Holy Days of Obligation: 6:30PM VIGIL 8:00AM and 5:00PM 



September 10, 2017 - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:  1. TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY: FIRST READING: A prophet is 

like a watchman appointed to herald the advance of a country’s enemies by blowing a trumpet. God appoints Ezekiel as the 

watchman for the house of Israel. The watchman’s task is to speak the truth to others and lead them from their evil inclina-

tions. Should the watchman not do that, he is liable for the person’s injury or death. But the persons who simply not heed the 

watchman’s words or the sound of the trumpet, are responsible for the consequences that befall them.  

 

SECOND READING: Chr ist’s own love shown for us through His Death and Resurrection means that love is now the ful-

fillment of the law. Following the letter of the law no longer satisfies, but rather embracing fully the commandment to love 

one another does. Love is the opposite of evil. When we love our neighbor as ourselves, we fulfill the law as Jesus did, for 

He is love, the Love whom God calls us to imitate.   

 

GOSPEL: We skip ahead a few chapters in Matthew for  this Sunday’s Gospel reading where we find Jesus teaching his 

disciples how to handle a situation in which a person sins against them. Jesus’ instructions initially follow the pattern of Eze-

kiel’s words from the first reading in which a disciple is to speak honestly with the person who sinned, If the sinner does not 

listen, then a small group of people comes to address the situation as in trial. In a failed resolution, then one is to tell the 

Church which, Jesus instructs, is to treat the sinner as he treated tax collectors and Gentiles. We, who are the Body of Christ, 

the Church, dine with sinners in the Eucharist, extending God’s forgiveness in Christ. 

 
2. NOVENA TO THE CELEBRATION OF ST. MARIA GORETTI’S FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY: Friday, Septem-
ber 08th began the “NOVENA COUNT DOWN” to the September 17th anniversary of the First Liturgy to be celebrated in 
the newly created parish here in Laflin. Though that is the actual day, our formal celebration will be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 16th, at the 4:00 liturgy (NOT 4:30), with the presence of the Bishop of the Diocese. Fittingly September 08th is the 
birthday of Our Blessed Mother. I invite the suggestion for ALL to pray each of the 9 days, the Prayer to Saint Maria Goret-
ti, asking her intercession with the Son of God to favor our future life, and the growth of this wonderful parish.  
 
3. FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY INVITATIONS: The return of your  invitations for  our  September  16th celebration of 
our parish’s 50th anniversary of its creation, September 17, 1967, should have been responded to by September 07th of this 
past week. We hope as many parishioners as possible will be able to be with us at the liturgy or banquet, or both. OF 
COURSE THERE IS NOT INVITATION REQUIRED TO BE PRESENT AT THE LITURGY. 
 
4. ST. MARK’S BELL RESTORATION: This bell, formerly in the bell tower  of the church of St. Mark’s, Inkerman, 
which has been adorning the area of the parish landscape to the right of the statue of St. Mark as you enter the parish grounds 
& parking lot has now been removed for restoration thanks to an anonymous donor. As much as we would have liked – it 
will not be present for our 50th celebration. But, when it returns, it will enhance the landscape for the next 50 years or more.  
 
5. CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES/FUND RAISERS FOR 2017: 
A. BLESSING OF ANIMALS (Feast of St, Francis of Assisi): Wednesday, October 4th, at 5:00 p.m. 
B. HARVEST TEA: Wednesday, October 11th. 
C. PASTA DINNER (tentative), Sunday, November 12th, usual times. 
D. CRAFT SHOW: Saturday, November 18th: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.; Sunday, November 19th: 9:00 a.m. to3:00 p.m. 
 
6. DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL KICK-OFF WEEKEND: In place of a homiletic reflection, we will be viewing/
listening to the Bishop of the Diocese’s video introduction of this year’s Appeal. Our parish GOAL is once again this year 
$45,000.00. I ask the parishioners, to please be mindful that you may pledge your gift, which then can be paid over a series 
of months, which may mean you would be able to afford more than you are able at this very time. 
 
7. ANNUAL APPEAL PARISH REPRESENTATIVES: I am happy to share with the par ish that Mr . & Mrs. Nelson 
(& Michelle) Pinto have accepted to be the parish’s representatives for the annual appeal. They will assist the pastor and also 
be liaisons between the parish and the Diocesan appeal director. Our goal last year fell short by over $13,000.00. In Luzerne 
County there are 47 parishes, according to the report printed in a June edition of the Catholic Light newspaper, St. Maria 
Goretti was #46 in terms of our response to last year’s Appeal Goal Totals. Hopefully this year we can reduce that shortfall 
by a renewed effort toward increasing this year’s Appeal amount. 
 



September 10, 2017 - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Due to early submission for the holiday, the offerings for 

the week of Sept 2 & 3 will be reported along with next 

week’s collection. 

ATTENTION:                                                                         

C.C.D. STUDENTS  

Religious Education Classes begin on September 10th 

from 9:30am to 10:45am in the classrooms in the lower 

level of the Church.  Registration forms and fees 

($25/per child, $35/per family) are due now.  If you 

have not submitted your child’s registration by now, 

please do so as soon as possible.  We are anxious to  

welcome everyone for this school year. 

C.C.D. Schedule: 

September:   10th, 17th                                                                     

  24th ( 11AM  7th grade class mass) 

October:   1st  

      15th, (Protecting God’s Children)          

  22nd                                                             

  29th (11AM 6th grade class mass) 

November:    5th                                                                                      

         19th (11AM 5th grade class mass) 

December:   3rd                                                                         

         10th (Sacrament of Penance during 

class)           17th (11AM 4th grade class mass)           

         19th, 21st, 22nd, Nativity Practice - 6PM 

January:      7th, 21st                                                     

  28th (11AM 3rd grade class mass) 

February:     4th (Parents meeting for First Penance)                

           11th (11AM Catholic Schools Week  

   mass) 

            25th (11AM KG/1st grade class mass) 

March:          1st Practice for First Penance 6PM                                  

           3rd First Penance Saturday 11AM                           

           4th  Students pray Stations of the Cross   

           11th (Sacrament of Penance during  

   class) 

            18th                                                     

           19th, 21st, 22nd                                                               

   Living Stations Practice 6PM   

            23rd Living Stations                                                   

            25th 

April:              8th (Parents meeting                                 

   for First Communion)                           

             5th, 22nd                                                                    

             29th (11AM 2nd grade class mass)* 

   *Last Class* 

May:               3rd Practice for First Communion 6PM 

                        5th First Holy Communion 11AM 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Dates not listed on this schedule are 

dates on which there is no CCD class. 

  

 

Hurricane Harvey Collection this weekend 

Hurricane Harvey is a catastrophic weather event of enor-
mous proportions.  Twelve million people thus far have 
been affected.  The United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops has requested that each diocese participate in an 
emergency collection to assist the victims of Hurricane 
Harvey.  A second collection this weekend will be for this 
purpose.  We thank you for your considered generosity. 

                 HARVEST TEA 

As noted under Pastor’s Notes, our Harvest Tea will 

be held on Wednesday, October 11, 2017 in our Parish Cen-

ter.  The proceeds benefit the Monsignor Philip Gray Merit 

Award, which is a program set us for scholarships which are 

given to our Seniors each year.  Please plan to attend.  We 

need people to “Hostess a Table”.  Pick a theme and contrib-

ute by hosting a table (usually 10 people) for this evening of 

fun. Please call Dorothy Shea Yazurlo at 570-655-0200.   

St. Mary’s Parish Dinner Club is having Italian Delecti-

bles on September 14.  Godfather’s Caprese Salad-

Tomatoes with fresh Mozzarella, Brasi’s Cappelletti in 

Brodo-Homemade chicken broth with cheese Cappelletti, 

Tartaglia’s Three Cheese Lasagna-served with Bolognese 

sauce, Dessert - Fredo’s Sweet Strawberry Risotto.  Non 

alcoholic beverages included.  Cash Bar.  $20 per person.  

Seatings 5:30 & 6:30.  630 Mifflin Ave., Scranton, PA.  

Resevations by September 11.  570-343-5151 or 

events@stmcscranton.com. 

Diocesan Day of Service College and high school students, 

young adults and adult chaperones are encouraged to unite in 

service on Sat. Sept. 16.  The day will consist of an opening 

prayer service, sending forth blessing, volunteering at a site, 

lunch, faith and service presentation, reflecting on the experi-

ence and a closing Mass.  There will be different sites and 

schedules in the four Episcopal Regions of the Diocese.  In-

dividuals and/or groups can register online at 

www.dioceseofscranton.org.  For more information, contact 

Dominick Costantino at 570-780-2996. 

Anniversary T-shirts on their  way to Tex-

as!  Seven totes full of extra anniversary t-

shirts were donated to a local business col-

lecting goods for the victims of Hurricane 

Harvey.   They will be delivered to those in 

need early next week.  



In Loving                                 

Memory 

John Baran                                                             
Eileen Hoban Clancy                                                           
Anthony N. Colonna                                                          
Elizabeth Colonna                                                    
James L. Conlon, Jr.                                               
James A. Dougherty                                            
Robert Faber                                                         

Mary & Martin Gallagher Family                      
Walter & Celestine Gottlieb                                

James J. Giamas                                               
Stanley Harenza                                                     

Helen Marykwas                                               
Leonard & Gen McHale                                        
Chester & Mary Pietras                                         
Mr. & Mrs. William Shea                                   
Michael P. Yazurlo 

 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE                                                           

Saturday, September 16, 2017 

50th Anniversary 

4:00pm   Altar Servers                                                                 

  Joshua Christ                                                                           
  Jason Isely          
  Andrew Phillips 

  Sarah Liskowicz 
  Sean Chalker 

  Nick Sebastian      
  Cantor                                                                                        

  Joe Sharkey 

  Rachael Coassolo             
  Sacristan                                                                                              

  Mark Smith         
  Lector 1                                                                                            

  Joe Paciotti                                
  Lector 2                                                                                      

  Carol Smith                                                              
           Sunday, September 17, 2017 

8:30am  Altar Servers                                                                 

  Carissa Benderavich                          

  Cassie Benderavich                                
  Joseph Monahan       
  Cantor                                                                                        

  Megan Grebeck                               
  Sacristan                                                                                              

  Jeff Baran       
  Lector 1                                                                                            

  Jude Regan                              
  Lector 2                                                                                      

  Patrick Regan                                                              
  Ministers of Communion                                                                                      

  Jim O’Meara                                      

  John Gibbon                           
  Margaret Valentine                                   
11:00am Altar Server                                                                          

  Sophie Styczen                          
  Sarah Supinski                        

  Jacob Patterson      
  Cantor                                                                                     

  Vanessa Pinto                                                                         
  Sacristan                                                                                                   

  Ray Borkowski                                                                     
  Lector 1                                                                                                             

  Jocelyn Kosik          
  Lector 2                                                                   

  Cathy Mack     
  Ministers of Communion                                                                 

  Frank Magdalinski 
  Mary Ann Dougherty 

  Louis Guarnieri 

 CLASS FOR NEW ALTAR SERVERS 

Deacon Mike Imbrogno has scheduled 

a class for any child who would like to 

become an Altar Server.  It will be 

held on Sunday, September 24th at 

9:30AM in the church.  Any child 

who is interested in becoming an Altar 

Server (3rd grade and over) is asked to 

attend this class along with a  parent.  This is being 

held during C.C.D. class time.  The child attending the 

Altar Server Class will be given credit for attending 

C.C.D. on that date.   

SUMMER CAMP DVD 

The DVDs from Summer Camp are 

available in the Parish Office during  

normal office hours. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION  

PICTURES 

If you ordered First Holy Communion 

pictures from the photographer, they 

are available at the rectory for pick up 

during normal office hours. 



Monday, September 11, 2017                                                                      

8:00am    John Dohmann  

  by The Estate of  Mildred Adonizio 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

The Most Holy Name of Mary 

8:00am     Stella & Gilbert Jacobson, Sr  

  by Evelyn Salvatore 

            Wednesday, September 13, 2017    

Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop & Doctor of the Church                                                         

8:00am      Marlene Insalaco by Patti & Brian Baker 

Thursday, September 14,  2017                                                                     

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

8:00am      Emilio Dolores & Robert Answini 

Friday, September 15, 2017                                                                    
Our Lady of Sorrows 

8:00am      Joseph Flanagan by Nancy & Tom Cooney 

Saturday, September 16, 2017  

Parish Golden Anniversary Mass 

4:00pm       The People of the Parish 

Sunday, September 17, 2017  

8:30am       Agnes & Michael Harenza  

  by Mrs. Genevieve Harenza 

11:00am     Joseph Mure by Emily Gorski 

ST. MARIA GORETTI                                    

&                                                                        

ST. MARK                                                 

PRAY FOR  US! 

Sanctuary Candles                                                             

for the week of September 17, 2017 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

1. Marlene Insalaco by Stan & Rosemary 

Grebeck 

2. Dr. John Gich by Annette Gich, Wife 

Please pray for our recently            

deceased parish family                  

members: 

Norma Schmidt 

Joseph Flanagan 

May their souls and all the souls                                     

of the Faithful Departed rest in peace. 


