
               Saint Maria Goretti Church                          
                                                        Reverend James J. Walsh, J.C.L. - Pastor  

                                                       Reverend Dr. Michael Imbrogno - Deacon  
                                                                                 42 Redwood Drive, Laflin, PA  18702 

                                                                  Telephone # 570-655-8956   Fax # 570-655-1746    

                                                                                      email: 42redwood@comcast.net 

ST. MARIA GORETTI NOVENA 
Every Wednesday following the 8:00AM Mass. 

FIRST FRIDAY: 
A Holy Hour with Benediction, Exposition and prayers is 

held the First Friday of every month 8:00AM - 9:00AM.  

PENANCE/RECONCILIATION: 
Every Saturday 3:30PM-4:00PM or anytime by request or 

appointment. Please do not hesitate to approach Father 

Walsh at any time concerning your desire for confession. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
Please call the Parish Office and tell us when a loved one is 

in the hospital. We want to visit the sick regardless of 

where they are and administer the Lord’s anointing prayers 

for wellness. Please let us know when you know someone 

who is ill. 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday from 

9:00AM to 3:00PM & Tuesday and Thursday from 

9:00AM to 2:00PM.                                               

WELCOME   
A warm welcome is extended to all who visit our faith           

community.  We hope you have received a warm greeting 

as you entered our church today for worship.  Carry our 

blessings home with you and be a light to your family. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Elementary school children 

attend Religious Education Classes on Sunday morning       

9:30-10:45AM from Sept. thru April. 

RCIA: 

(The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is the process by 

which individuals are brought into full participation in the 

sacramental life of the Catholic Church. Anyone interested 

in learning more about the Catholic Church or becoming a 

Catholic should call the Parish Office at 570-655-8956. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 

Baptisms are scheduled by appointment.                                      

Please call the Parish Office at 570-655-8956. 

 

 

                                                                                  ROSARY  

The Fatima Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are recited each Friday morning in the Chapel after Mass (except on the First 

Friday of each month) and before each Funeral Mass. We invite men and women to join us in these beautiful acts of charity.  

Holy Redeemer High School                                      

159 S. Pennsylvania Blvd.,                         

Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701                                            

GRADES:     9TH  THRU  12TH                   

Telephone #  570-829-2424 

St. Nicholas - St. Mary Elementary                           

242 South Washington St                                        

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701    

Telephone #  570-823-9433      

Holy Rosary                                                         

125 Stephenson St..                                           

Duryea, Pa. 18642                                        

GRADES:  K THRU 8TH                                       

Telephone # - 570-457-2553 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 4:30PM Sunday: 8:30AM and 11:00AM Weekdays: 8:00AM 

Holy Days of Obligation: 6:30PM VIGIL 8:00AM and 5:00PM 

Website: www.stmariagoretti-laflin.org 

Good  Shepherd Academy                              

316 North Maple Ave                          

Kingston, PA  18704                                 

GRADES K THRU 8TH                      

Telephone #                                                      

570-718-4724 

Wyoming Area Catholic                                          

1690 Wyoming Ave.                                           

Exeter, Pa. 18643                                     

GRADES: K THRU 8TH                               

Telephone # -                            

570-654-7982 



APRIL 15 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

PASTOR’S NOTES 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER:  FIRST READING: Peter addresses the Israelites after he has cured a man who 

was crippled from birth. His words are accusatory, letting the people know they rejected the Holy and Righteous 

One and put Him to death. Peter’s words are also affirmative. In them, Peter testifies that the God of their fathers 

is the same God who raised Jesus, the Holy and Righteous One. Jesus’ suffering fulfilled the message of the 

prophets; His Resurrection is God’s ultimate act of fidelity, fulfilling His promise of life to His people. Paul calls 

the Israelites to repentance and conversion. Our call to change does not stop with Lent. It continues in the Easter 

Season.  SECOND READING: From the final chapter of John, from which last Sunday’s Gospel was taken, we 

move back to an earlier part of the letter. Are we in Lent? You might ask this question as you read the three short 

verses of today’s Second Reading. Sin is the obvious topic of the passage. We hope to remain faithful in love to 

God’s commandments. We hope not to sin, but the author of the letter is realistic. God’s children will sin. Yet all 

is not lost. Jesus Christ will advocate for us with the Father. Jesus Christ died as expiation for our sins and the sins 

of the whole world. For this, we are grateful. GOSPEL: Jesus offers peace once again to the disciples, as we heard 

Him offer last Sunday. The disciples do not believe it is He. Jesus recognizes they are troubled, and invites them 

to see His hands and feet for themselves. Easter joy fills the disciples. Jesus eats with them and breaks open the 

Scriptures for them. Their growth in faith continues. Ours must, too, in Easter Time as we strengthen ourselves for 

lifelong witness to the Risen One. 

2. EASTER SEASON LITURGICAL ASPECTS: a) The Rite of Spr inkling replaces the Penitential Rite; b) 

The “Glory to God” will be sung; c) the Preface, Our Father and Doxology will be chanted).  The Intercessions         

response will be “Risen Lord, hear our prayer”. 

3. EASTER DUTY OBLIGATION: After  they have received their  Fir st Holy Communion, Catholics are 

bound by the obligation of receiving Holy Communion once a year. This precept should be fulfilled during the 

Easter Season. Catholics are also bound to confess serious (mortal) sins at least once a year, but this is not limited 

to the Lenten/Easter season. 

4. MEMORIAL BOOK (containing Endowment contributors): This has now been installed in the vestibule 
area of the Church. Its location is on the LEFT WALL, just before going through the first set of wooden doors. It 
is directly on the opposite side of the vestibule from the Church Cornerstone “1977”. St. Maria Goretti was beati-
fied (first step to Canonization) on April 27th; and canonized a Saint June 24, 1950. My thought is to not wait until 
June, but, instead to formally bless the “Memorial Book” at the conclusion of the 4:30 liturgy on April 28th.  
(This date will be on the day following the 68th anniversary of her beatification). 

5. MOTHERS’ DAY NOVENA INTENTION ENVELOPES: Now, well into spr ing, and only four  weeks 
away, we will be celebrating our annual day of honoring all mothers, living and deceased. Your envelope packets 
contain one for the intention of those names you wish to enter on them, and will be placed in our memorial recep-
tacle located adjacent to the tabernacle. This visible stand, which will remain there for the month of May, reminds 
us that these women will be especially prayerfully remembered in the 9 novena liturgies celebrated during the 
month of May. 

6. SPIRITUAL LIFE/LITURGY COMMITTEE MEETING: This committee will meet in the rectory meet-
ing area on Tuesday, April 17th, at 6:00 p.m. All members are asked to be in attendance and, if conflicted, please 
notify the Rectory beforehand. 

7. AFTER PASTA DINNER THANK YOU: As we tabulate our  fir st of two year ly pasta dinners, I take this 
opportunity to sincerely thank all who worked to make it a success. Thank you to our leaders: Jonathon Christ, Pat 
Sicilio, Ernie Coassolo and all their invaluable co-workers, young and a little older than young. Without all our 
fund raising efforts, our parish would not remain solvent. May God bless all those who help/volunteer. 

8: DESIGNER PURSE BINGO: Please get r eady LADIES for  next week’s fund raiser. This will be the second 
such endeavor of this kind for St. Maria Goretti, thanks to Rosemary Grebeck and her army of volunteers. 



APRIL 15 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN 

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement.  If you are a victim of 

sexual abuse committed by a priest, deacon, or lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately 

report the matter to law enforcement.  If any priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has cause or 

reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual abuse, the  matter will be reported to law 

enforcement.  In accordance with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports of suspected child abuse 

should be also made immediately by phone to the 24-HourChild Abuse Hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electronically at 

www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis. 

It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations.  To this end, the Diocese is equally committed to adhering 

to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young Peo-

ple, which includes supporting victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being.  As such, information re-

garding an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator Mary Beth Pacuska at (570

-862-7551) or to Diocesan officials, including the Vicar General, Monsignor Thomas M. Muldowney, V.G., at (570-207-2269). 
  

Weekend of April 7-8, 2018 

Sacrificial Offering         $6,169.13                          

Non-Parish Contributions     10.00 

DESIGNER PURSE BINGO-APRIL 21, 2018 

  OUR TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE!!                                            
If you wish to purchase a ticket, please come into our    

office during regular office hours which are Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00am to 3:00pm and   

Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am to 2:00pm.  Tickets 

are $20 pre-sale or $25 at the door. Food and beverages are 

available for purchase.  Doors will open at 11:00am for an 

opportunity for you to treat yourself to a wonderful lunch 

and just relax, have a good look at our basket raffle and 

visit with your friends prior to the bingo which will begin 

at 1:00pm.  Our homemade food is delicious and requested 

by those who have had an opportunity to treat themselves 

in the past. Space is limited!   

THANKS TO ALL WHO SUPPORTED OUR 

SPRING PASTA DINNER LAST SUNDAY.   

SUMMER FESTIVAL NEWS 

Looking for a person/people to chair the Bake Sale.  

Please contact the office or the chairpersons for more 

information. 
2018 “Be a Man:  Christ is Here, Come and See” 

When:  May 5, 2018 

Where:  King’s College, Scandlon Physical Ed. Center 

Eucharistic Adoration with Rosary at 6:00 am; Registra-

tion/Continental Breakfast at 7:00 am; Conference main program 

from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

Experience a day focused on the Real Presence of Jesus in the 

Holy Eucharist, featuring solidly Catholic presentations by three 

Speakers; Marian Father Michael Gaitley MIC, Tom Peterson of 

the “Catholics Come Home” organization, and Jesse Romero, 

former USA middleweight kickboxing champion and retired 

sheriff. Jesse leads retreats and parish revivals, and energetically 

shares Catholic teachings that fortify attendees with a deeper love 

for God.   

Registration cost is $35 ($30 early-bird until April 16th) for 

adults; $15 for students; Priests and Deacons free.  Register 

online at www.beamanconference.com (click the “Register’ but-

ton), or call the Diocesan Pastoral Center at 570-207-2213. 

 

FIRST ANNUAL                                                                          

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE                                

REFRESH YOUR FAITH                                            
Saturday, June 23rd at the Byron Complex of the University of 

Scranton from 8:00am to 4:00pm.                                                       

You will be inspired by passionate, faithful speakers and beau-

tiful music, while connecting with other women of faith!  The 

day also includes:  Mass with Bishop Joseph Bambera,               

Confessions, Lunch, Adoration & shopping at their                         

Marketplace.  $40 early bird tickets/$50 after June 1st.                        

$20 for students:  Women Religious are free.   

PASSIONIST RETREAT MASTER 

When:  Thursday, April 19th. 7pm 

Where:  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish church hall 

 116 Hughes St., Swoyersville, PA 

Passionist Retreat Master Brother Andre Mathieu will review the 

principles of healthy grieving in a presentation entitled, 

“Spirituality and the Dynamics of Grief”.  All are welcome to 

attend. 

CASH BINGO 

When:  Sunday, April 15th 

Where:  Holy Family Parish, 828 Main St., Sugar Notch 

Doors open at noon, games begin at 1pm.  Homemade food and 

refreshments will be sold.  Admission is $5.00, tickets can be 

purchased at the door. 

  



LITURGICAL SCHEDULE                                                           

Saturday, April 21, 2018 

 

4:30pm   Altar Servers                                                                 

  Jameson Sciandra                                                                     
  Chase Sciandra             

  Sarah Supinski 
  Cantor                                                                                        

  Joe Sharkey 
  Sacristan                                                                                              

  Pat Fisher                 
  Lector 1                                                                                           

  Barb Sciandra 
  Lector 2 

  Tina Fisher 
  Ministers of Communion                                                                                      

  Elaine Fisher                                          
  Celine Capriotti            

  Dolores Elias 
Sunday, April 22, 2018 

8:30am  Altar Servers                                                                 

  Emily Kane             

  Ryan Kane               
  Katie Genovese 
  Cantor                                                                                        

  Joe Mullen             
  Sacristan                                                                                              

  Mark Smith        
  Lector 1                                                                                            

  Mary Beth Mullen                                 
  Lector 2                                                                                      

  Sarah Liskowicz       
  Ministers of Communion                                                                                      

  Deacon Mike                                      

  John Gibbon                 
  Jeff Baran                        
11:00am Altar Servers                                                                          

  Ariana Sopkie          
  Caleb Sopkie                 

  Liliana Sopkie 
  Cantor                                                                                     

  Vanessa Pinto                                                                         
  Sacristan                                                                                                   

  Celine Capriotti                                                                     
  Lector 1                                                                                                             

  Chris Baron          
  Lector 2                                                                   

  Cathy Mack      
  Ministers of Communion                                                                 

  Louis Guarnieri 
  Lucille Harrison 

  Ann Marie Durako 

ST. MARIA GORETTI                                    

&                                                                        

ST. MARK                                                 

PRAY FOR  US! 

John Baran                                                             

Eileen Hoban Clancy                                                           

Anthony N. Colonna                                                          

Elizabeth Colonna                                                    

James L. Conlon, Jr.                                               

James A. Dougherty                                            

Robert Faber                                                         

Mary & Martin Gallagher Family                      

Walter & Celestine Gottlieb                                

James J. Giamas                                               

Stanley Harenza                                                     

Helen Marykwas                                               

Leonard & Gen McHale                                         

Mario Malvizzi 

Chester & Mary Pietras                                         

Mr. & Mrs. William Shea                                   

Michael P. Yazurlo 
 

                                                                                      

IN LOVING MEMORY 

ATTENTION:  C.C.D. STUDENTS                                   

The schedule for April and May:  

April: 15th, 22nd - Regular Classes 

 29th - 11:00AM (Liturgy involves 2nd grade 

  class)  LAST CLASS OF THE YEAR 

May: 

 3rd - Practice for First Communion (6:00PM)  

 5th (SATURDAY) - First Holy Communion  

  (11:00AM)  
 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

A letter was mailed out this past week to all High 

School Seniors who are members of our parish regard-

ing our annual Monsignor Gray Merit Award.  This is 

a scholarship award given each year.  The letter ex-

plains the details and requirements for you to apply.  If 

you are a senior at St. Maria Goretti Parish and did not 

receive a letter, please contact the parish office at 570-

655-8956 during regular office hours and we will 

make sure you receive the necessary information. 



Monday, April 16, 2018     

8:00am   Josie Mancia by Betty & Bob 

Tuesday, April 17, 2018                                                      

8:00am    William Mulderig  

  by the Estate of Mildred Adonizio   

Wednesday, April 18, 2018  

8:00am     Madeline Ezzo Branas by Frank Luongo 

Thursday, April 19, 2018    

8:00am     Gen McHale by Daughter, Nancy Rowlands 

                              Friday, April 20, 2018         

8:00am    Frances Luongo by Son, Frank 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 

4:30pm     The People of the Parish 

Sunday, April 22, 2018      

8:30am    Helen Ann Sarnowski   

  by Helen & Joe McAndrew 

11:00am  Pearl Fabbrini by Mary & Jack Flannery 

 

YOUTH GROUP (Grades 8-12)  

EGG HUNT AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

SUNDAY, APRIL 15TH 3PM-5PM. 

SUMMER EVENTS 

Vacation Bible School - July 9 - 13 

Church Festival - July 27-28-29 

YOGA AT LAFLIN LIBRARY 

Join us on Thursday, April 19 from 6:30pm 
to 7:30pm for a FREE yoga presentation.  
Discussed: health benefits and common mis-

conceptions associated with yoga.  Beginner's Yoga and 
Chair Yoga poses will be demonstrated. Please call the li-
brary for more information and/or to register. 

Holy Redeemer Art Show, Spring Concert 

When:  Saturday, & Sunday, April 14 & 15  

 Art Show begins at 6pm, Concert/Waltz at 7pm 

Where:  McCarthy Auditorium 

Tickets $5/adults, $3/students & seniors 


